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The first American pilot to be shot down in war
was Sgt Ivy Baldwin, Army Signal Corps. In 1898
America and Spain went to war and Baldwin
successfully persuaded the Army to deploy a
balloon for observation. During the Battle of
Santiago, Cuba, Baldwin ascended and gave
important information on Spanish troop move-
ments. Seeing the tethered balloon, and in the
knowledge of the soldiers below, Spanish troops
opened fire on the envelope and it dropped into
water, causing only slight injuries to Baldwin.
He eventually died in 19535.
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